
Adelene Africa is a researcher and teacher at the University of Cape Town, 
South Africa. She has worked in the Department of Psychology and the 
African Gender Institute, and is very near to the completion of her PhD 
dissertation which explores the meaning of violence in the narratives of South 
African women incarcerated for criminal violence.

Eva Ayiera has worked with the Urgent Action Fund, in the Nairobi office, 
since 2008, as a Programme Officer. She is a human rights lawyer, and works 
on the transformation of epistemological frameworks so as to drive forward 
activism and research on African women’s rights.

Jane Bennett is currently the Head of Department of the African Gender 
Institute, at the University of Cape Town. She is the author of articles and 
books in the areas of sexualities, gender, and violence and works as a teacher, 
writer, and organizational activist.

Yaliwe Clarke is a researcher and teacher within the African Gender Institute, 
at the University of Cape Town. Her research and activist experience and 
interests are in gender, peace-building, and conflict within African contexts. 
She has worked with the Centre for Conflict Resolution as a facilitator and 
trainer, and is currently writing a PhD dissertation on women and peace-
building initiatives in eastern and southern Africa.

Pauline Dempers is the co-founder and National Coordinator of Breaking 
the Wall of Silence, in Namibia, an NGO committed to redressing the violent 
legacies of the SWAPO-led war of liberation in Namibia. She was trained as 
a SWAPO combatant in these years, and also spent time in the Ministry of 
Defence in Namibia after independence.
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Kasha Jacqueline is the founder and director of Freedom and Roam, Uganda, 
the first NGO in Uganda to openly advocate for the rights of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, trasngendered and intersexd people. She has recently been 
recognized by Velvetpark as one of 2010’s most significant queer people in 
the fight for lgbti rights.

Vicky Karimi has a legal background and in 2010, she spent a year as a 
selected participant on the Peace and Security Fellowship for African Women, 
run by Kings College in London. She is affiliated with Urgent Action Fund, 
as a programme officer, and with the Association for Women in Development 
(AWID).

Irma Maharaj is a researcher at the Saartjie Baartman Centre for Women 
and Children, in Cape Town, a partnership NGO which provides a wide range 
of services for abused womem and children, and plays a key advocacy and 
leadership role in networking and policy-making around shelters, law reform 
work, and heathcare in South Africa. 

Godwin Murunga is a researcher and teacher in the Department of History, 
Archaeology and Political Studies at the University of Kenyatta, Nairobi. He 
has held research grants from CODESRIA, and the Ford Foundation (among 
others) and published in the areas of urbanization, the politics of knowledge 
production, and African feminisms and masculinities.

Anu Pillay currently works in Liberia, with Medica Mondial, in the co-design 
and implementation of programmes focused on transformation in contexts of 
conflict, and transitional justice. She has worked for decades in South Africa, 
Zambia, and other countries as a researcher, coach, activist and participant in 
confronting violence against women, and growing networks of women (and 
men).

Fatima Sadiqi is a senior researcher and teacher in the Department of 
Linguistics and Gender at the University of Fez, Morocco, and the Director 
of the ISIS Centre for Women and Development. She has authored books 
and numerous articles on Moroccan languages, poetry, and women’s issues. 
She was recently elected President of Morocco’s National Union of Women’s 
Associations.


