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Contributors

Jane Bennett is the Director of the School of African and Gender Studies, 
Anthopology and Linguistics at the University of Cape Town. Through the African 
Gender Institute, where she is based, she teaches, trains, writes and engages 
as fully as possible with strategies to challenge epistemological and material 
violence.

Jill Bradbury and Peace Kiguwa are based in the Department of Psychology 
at the University of the Witwatersrand. They are both researchers and writers, 
and in the project on “Young Women’s SRHR leadership” they worked with 
many students, including Daphne Mogopudi, Ayanda Khumalo, Zandile 
Ngubeni, Hlengiwe Mchuma, Mabogoshi Matlala, Thandeka Mdletsha, 
Zanele Makhobo, Patricia White and with their colleague in the department, 
Mzikazi Nduna

Tanya Bosch works in the Department of Film and Media at the University 
of Cape Town and in the “Young Women’s SRHR leadership” project, she 
worked with Susan Holland-Muter, an independent consultant on issues of 
feminist sexual rights work, and they both worked with a number of students, 
including Athenkosi Sophitshi, Christel Antonites, Mireille Hendricks, Siphu 
Khundayi, Wanelisa Albert, Anuschka Richards, Lindiwe Ngwevela, and 
Siyabonga Zonda 

Hope Chigudu is a lifelong feminist activist with many hats; she was the 
co-founder of the Zimbabwean Women’s Resource Centre, and has worked 
with many feminist organizations, both within Africa and internationally. She 
was the Board Chair of the Global Fund for Women, and has worked with 
Urgent Action, AWID, and JASS. She is iconic.

Simukai Chigudu is Zimbabwean, and in the process of becoming a medical 
specialist “transnationally”.
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Lucy Edwards-Jauch has worked within the University of Namibia’s 
Department of Sociology as a activist researcher and academic for many 
years. In the “Young Women’s SRHR leadership” project, she worked with her 
colleague, Ndeshi Namupala and a number of students, including Heidie 
Nweneni Hashipala, Helouis Elsabie Goraseb, Helena Ndinelago Tuloga 
Taapopi, Venessa Karises, Elasrien Asanda Katiti, Charmaine Tibiyane, 
Melissa Katupao, Joalette De Villiers, Venjitjiua Mungendji

Shereen Essof is a feminist activist, who has worked with a wide range of 
feminist organizations, especially in the SADC region, to build movements 
and support challenges against oppression at multiple levels. She is the 
current Director of JASS (Just Associates: Southern Africa) and is about to 
publish a book on the Zimbabwean Women’s Movement, through HIVOS.

Mary Hames is the Director of the Gender Equity Unit at the University of the 
Western Cape, where for many years, she has inspired a wide range of feminist 
initiatives targeting homelessness, hunger, disability, homophobia and 
harassment on the campus and beyond. She and her students are particularly 
well-known for their creation of the dramatic performance, “The P-Word”, 
which has introduced the concept of dynamic activist story-telling about 
women’s sexual and reproductive experiences to hundreds of audiences. 

Godisang Mookodi is a longtime academic researcher and gender activist 
within the University of Botswana, where she is based in the department of 
Sociology. In the “Young Women’s SRHR leadership” project, she worked with 
colleages,  Poloko Ntshwarang and Sethunya Mosime and with the team of 
women students they built altogether, including Keneilwe Camm, Golebaone 
Manikisa, Tankiso Phatedi Keneilwe Thipe, Thatooso Samunzala, Lame 
Olebile and Olivia La Mance

Rishita Nandigiri is currently a programme officer at the Women’s Global 
Network for Reproductive Rights. Her Masters degree is in Peace Studies, 
looking at the role of media in conflict, and she is engaged in working with 
policy and advocacy which prioritizes the experience and wisdom of “young 
women” internationally.
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Athenkosi Sophitshi just completed her Honours degree in Gender and 
Transformation, at the University of Cape Town, writing a thesis on ritual and 
pregnancy in the lives of poor, black, women in Cape Town. She has been a 
student activist and leader throughout her time at UCT, and plans to continue 
working with both activism and research.

Naomi Wekwete works within the Institute of Development Studies at the 
University of Zimbabwe. She and her colleague Charity Manyeruke, within 
the Sociology department at the University of Zimbabwe, worked with 
(among others) Maureen Tshuma, Epiphania Chikowo, Tendayi Nyepa, 
Amanda Lieto, Modester Ngwerume, and Fortunata Mandipaza in the 
“Young Women’s SRHR leadership” project.


