
Dede-Esi Amanor-Wilks is ActionAid’s International Director for West & 
Central Africa. Before joining ActionAid in 2007, Amanor-Wilks spent several 
years at the London School of Economics, where she wrote a thesis on the 
peasant-settler dichotomy in Africa and taught the foundation course in 
economic history. She was formerly the Africa Director of IPS news agency, 
based in Harare, and before that East Africa and later Francophone Africa 
editor of Africa Economic Digest magazine in London. She began her 
professional life at Third World Communications, moving on to African 
Concord and West Africa magazines. She currently resides in Kenya. 

A. Atia Apusigah is a Cultural Analyst with special interests in educational 
reforms, gender justice, political economy of development and indigenous 
knowledge systems. She is a senior lecturer at the Department of African 
and General Studies and Department of Education Studies in the University 
for Development Studies, Ghana. Her most recent publications include 
Endogenous Development in Africa: Toward a Systemization of Experiences, 
which she co-edited with David Millar and Claire Boonzaaijier. She is also the 
editor of the Ghana Journal of Development Studies (GJDS) and Studies in 
Gender and Development in Africa (SIGADA). 

Akua Opokua Britwum is a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for 
Development Studies, University of Cape Coast, in Ghana where she is 
engaged in teaching and research in the areas of gender and labour studies. 
Her publications cover gender-based violence, gender and economic 
participation as well as trade union democracy and informal economy labour 
force organisation.

Patricia Kameri-Mbote is a Professor of Law at Strathmore University Nairobi. 
She previously taught at the School of Law, University of Nairobi and is an 
internationally renowned scholar; and a Senior Advocate of the High Court 
of Kenya. She holds a Doctorate in Law from Stanford University, having 
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studied law previously in Nairobi, Warwick, and Zimbabwe. She has served as 
a policy scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and 
taught law at the Universities of Kansas, Stellenbosch and Zimbabwe. She has 
published a number of books and many articles in international journals and 
in the areas of environment, property and gender. 

Kujejatou Manneh-Jallow, who has a PhD in management of small-scale 
women farmers’ agricultural projects, has been the country director of 
ActionAid in the Gambia for the last three years. She has 35 years of experience 
working in the Gambia’s Ministry of Agriculture at different levels, mainly with 
women farmers, as district extension worker, in-service trainer, co-editor of a 
field workers’ magazine (Senela), Head of Food and Nutrition Unit, Head of 
Horticulture Unit of DAS, Principal Officer responsible for Food Security issues 
and as the gender focal point. She was the Executive Director of the National 
Women Farmers’ Association (NAWFA) for more than seven years.

Marjorie Mbilinyi is a scholar activist and founder member of several feminist 
organizations and networks in Tanzania and Africa, including the Tanzania 
Gender Networking Programme, the Feminist Activist Coalition, and Gender 
and Economic Reforms in Africa, GERA. Marjorie Mbilinyi has extensive 
experience in participatory organizing, pedagogy and research at national and 
community-level, linked to feminist advocacy and activism. Recent co-edited 
books include Activist Voices, Against-Neoliberalism, Nyerere on Education 
Vol. I, and Food is Politics.

Gloria Shechambo is a graduate student of the University of Dar-es-Salaam, 
a Policy Analyst and Researcher at Tanzania Gender Networking Programme. 
She is a trained theatre artist who has directed, starred and designed in both 
short films and theatre performances for local and international audiences; 
and a former local TV show presenter. Gloria coordinated the Popular Feminist 
Life History research; coordinates the Budget Analysis Task Team of TGNP 
and is a member of the East African Uongozi (Leadership) Institute, and the 
Tanzania Young Feminist Forum. Her recent writings include a dissertation on 
Gender, TV and Children (forthcoming).

Dzodzi Tsikata is a Senior Research Fellow at Institute of Statistical, Social 
and Economic Research (ISSER) and Deputy Head of the Centre for Gender 



• 123 •Contributors

Studies and Advocacy (CEGENSA) at the University of Ghana. She has written 
extensively on the implications of gendered resource tenures and labour 
relations for women’s livelihoods in rural and urban Ghana. Her recent 
publications include the book Living in the Shadow of the Large Dams: Long 
Term Responses of Lakeside and Downstream Communities of Ghana’s Volta 
River Project and a forthcoming co-edited book (with Pamela Golah) Land 
Tenure, Gender and Globalisation: Research and Analysis from Africa, Asia 
and Latin America.

Cassandra R. Veney is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political 
Science at Loyola Marymount University. She is the author of Forced Migration 
in Eastern Africa: Democratization, Structural Adjustment, and Refugees 
(Palgrave-Macmillan, 2007). She is the co-editor of Women’s Scholarly 
Publishing in African Studies (Africa World Press, 2001) and Leisure in 
Urban Africa (Africa World Press, 2003). She has published book chapters and 
journal articles on refugee women in Kenya and Tanzania, internally displaced 
women in Liberia and Uganda, and human rights in Africa-US relations.




