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Introduction: Who We Are 

Conversations hold transformative power. Indeed, African theorists have 
always made a strong case for recognising conversation as part of a legitimate 
indigenous knowledge system and theorising reflective conversations (Nekura 
2025; Osei-Tutu 2021). The Accra-based Young Feminist Collective (YFC) 
emerged from a common need to engage in dialogue that forges connections 
between the lived realities we confronted, the feminist theories we studied, and 
the feminist activists who came before us. The 2016 African Feminist Forum 
(AFF) held in Harare, Zimbabwe, marked the initial spark for YFC, offering 
the first tangible glimpse of what was possible when women speak. The African 
Feminist Charter provided the framework necessary to cultivate this spark, 
allowing us to tap into the rich legacy of African feminists who preceded us, all 
while exploring what we sought to create and who we wished to become. It is 
fitting that, even today, we continue to engage in the legacy of questioning and 
intellectual curiosity about both the nature of our organising and our own 
identities. 

YFC was created in the aftermath of the Fourth African Feminist Forum 
with the theme “Voice, Power, and Soul.” For many younger feminists in 
Ghana and elsewhere, this event represented the first large-scale gathering of 
continental feminists. The forum’s impact was profound and far-reaching. For 
some, it became a symbol of hope, a reminder of joy amidst struggle, and a 
celebration of the warmth of feminist community. The infectious energy of 
possibility that emerged from AFF travelled with us long after the event. After 
days spent immersed in discourse, we were hungry to keep the conversation 
going, with each other and with the world around us. Fleeting connections were 
insufficient, so we embarked on a strategy for sustained dialogue, continuous 
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reading, and shared learning. AFF 2016 underscored the immense power of 
voice, and we were determined not to let it fade.   

In response, the young feminist employees of the African Women’s 
Development Fund (AWDF), under the leadership of Dr. Sionne Neeley and 
bolstered by the support of the then Director of Programmes, Jessica Horn, 
united to initiate the first meeting of the Young Feminist Collective. The very 
first meetings were dedicated to explorations about African feminist ancestors, 
discussions of political ideas, conversations on current issues, and reflections 
on feminist theory. The meetings have gone on to include collaborations with 
other young feminist organisations such as Afrodite and Friends as well as 
Drama Queens, two groups whose work centres young feminists, women, and 
gender non-conforming people. These collaborative meetings have ranged 
from consent workshops to film nights. We have also held special meetings in 
other spaces within Accra, as well as our very first retreat in December 2024. 
The AWDF resource centre has always served as a “home base” for the 
collective, where it meets once a month (depending on the members’ 
schedules). The meeting topics often reflect the current political moments, 
Twitter conversations or the interaction of our members within our 
organisational WhatsApp group. Our membership has always been somewhat 
loose, with a core of regular members and more occasional participants who 
float in and out depending on the context.  

The founding of YFC was deeply informed by the African Feminist 
Charter, which not only articulated the political principles we aimed to embody 
but also outlined the frameworks for engaging with one another. The Charter 
was not solely a tool for critical analysis of the world around us; it provided a 
blueprint for collective organisation. As the Collective expanded beyond its 
original membership, both the Charter and the YFC became anchors for a 
generation of young feminists whose political consciousness had largely been 
shaped in either intimate (homes and bedrooms) or colonially structured 
spaces (classrooms and libraries) rather than in revolutionary political 
movements. 
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Our Activist Lens  

Echoing the spirit and letter of the Charter, we have always insisted on 
establishing that our claim to feminism requires no qualifiers and knows no 
limitations. “We are feminists. Full stop.” (African Feminist Forum 2006, 3). 
Areas of tension and discomfort occurring within the Ghanaian women’s 
movement have left many young feminists side-lined. Nevertheless, it is 
specifically the uncomfortable conversations and ideas that require us to 
engage in deeper questionings of our innermost, most tightly held thoughts and 
beliefs that remain the most memorable and impactful. For example, it is 
through interrogating the complexities of love, pleasure, and desire in their 
multiple manifestations and the oppressive underpinnings of the traditional 
patriarchal institutions which shape much of our public and private lives that 
we have come to new understandings of how we can individually and 
collectively centre love in our feminist praxis. By unpacking the roots of the 
concept of gender as it functions through society and interacts with other social, 
political, institutional, and economic orders, we have also gained clarity over 
the years.  

Our conversations have continued to highlight the complementarity 
between our lived experiences and the theoretical perspectives that provide us 
with the language to understand them more fully. We acknowledge all members 
of the Collective as “subjects not objects” (African Feminist Forum 2006, 7) 
of their lives, and as the experts of their own reality. We value and celebrate the 
uniqueness of the perspectives that each person brings into the space. However, 
theory has always existed as the means through which we are able to illuminate 
the connections between us and highlight the ways in which our politics cannot 
be solely self-involved. Tapping into the vast resource of existing knowledge 
produced by African feminists for African feminists has provided a framework 
to knit our own stories into a complex tapestry of diverse but interconnected 
narratives and situate ourselves within a legacy of feminist thought analogous 
with the ways in which we experience and navigate the world around us. 

That ability to connect to the rich history of resistance and theorising 
has been integral to our developing a rigorous feminist politic and praxis. 
Learning about the impact of feminist ancestors such as Bi Kidude or 
unpacking the words of feminist writers such as Nawal El Saadawi and Ama 
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Ata Aidoo widens our worldview. It reminds us that our experiences are not 
singular and our aspirations for a more just world are not new, but merely a 
continuation of the desires and work of the activists who have gone before us. 
Earlier sessions of YFC focussed strongly on these connections between the self 
and the collective, which we continue to explore. As the Charter reminds us: 
“Our current struggles as African Feminists are inextricably linked to our past 
as a continent, diverse pre-colonial contexts, slavery, colonization, liberation 
struggles, neocolonialism, globalization, etc.” (African Feminist Forum 2006, 
5). 

The work of our African feminist ancestors and the continuing parallels 
between their lives (and theories) and ours bring the inadequacies of the 
Western canon of feminist thinking into sharp relief, not only by providing a 
more relevant context but also by asking additional questions. For instance, the 
parallels between oppressive patriarchal experiences of women in Ama Ata 
Aidoo’s 1970 play, Anowa, and contemporary gendered experiences of 
“modern” Ghana clearly highlight the embeddedness and perpetuation of 
patriarchy and coloniality. Such parallels and connections speak to the necessity 
for our relentless pursuit of feminist decoloniality. They also buttress the work 
of African American feminist writers and activists and build bridges between 
the theories and concrete responses to oppression, on the one hand, and 
interconnected legacies of resistance across the African diaspora, on the other.  

 

Our Activist Engagements 

While being in conversation with each other remains at the core of what we do 
as a Collective, our established politic and ethos of solidarity have sometimes 
moved us to translate our feelings into writing. Deeply disturbed by the rising 
anti-LGBTQIA+ sentiment here in Ghana, members of the collective co-
authored a statement of solidarity with the queer community and supported 
one of the most prominent queer organisations in a moment when they were 
facing intense backlash. In that moment, it felt important for us to stand with 
targeted members of our community. The statement expressed our position to 
both the mainstream Ghanaian feminist movement, whose support for queer 
people in the midst of the backlash was patchy at best, as well as the Ghanaian 
public. Our statement read in part:  
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In the face of the recent escalation of homophobic violence, the Young Feminist 
Collective reiterates our unequivocal, unconditional support for queer Ghanaians 
everywhere. Our feminism aims to dismantle all forms of oppression and we 
know that the constructions of gender and sexuality are inextricably linked in a 
patriarchal world. Queerphobia is a Ghanaian feminist issue. The full humanity 
of LGBTQIA+ people is non-negotiable… (Young Feminist Collective n.d.) 

Another act of solidarity that was similarly rooted in the need for deeper 
engagement with a moment of crisis was the compilation of a resource list on 
Palestine. As the events after October 7, 2025 unfolded, various members of 
the group expressed a desire to speak about the ramifications of the ongoing 
genocide in Gaza. At our Collective’s meeting on Palestine, we curated a 
comprehensive resource list honouring the voices of Palestinian academics, and 
we enriched our discussion with various podcasts, short films, videos, articles, 
and books. These resources provided reference points for conversation and 
enabled members who wished to learn more about the subject to do so in 
diverse ways. Not only did these discussions broaden our knowledge on the 
historical context of Palestinian oppression, they also helped us honour 
women’s agency and resistance outside our localities. The anti-imperialist 
stance that YFC took on this issue aligned with the Charter’s direct linkage of 
patriarchy to relations of race, ethnicity, religion, and global imperialism 
(African Feminist Forum 2006, 4). 

On several occasions, we have taken to the streets to protest with sister 
organisations in response to the epidemic levels of violence against women 
across the continent. After four girls kidnapped from in and around Takoradi 
were found to have been murdered around the same time as Uyinene 
Mrwetyana’s horrific murder, YFC joined the Safe Space Foundation to 
organise a march across some of the busiest sections of Accra where we called 
attention to their deaths and the wider trend of violence that they exemplified. 
This was followed by a vigil held in their honour where attendees were able to 
sit in collective grief, exchange personal stories of gendered violence, and hold 
space for one another through a moment of profound reflection. The solidarity 
march that we co-facilitated with the Nigeria-based “Stand to End Rape 
Initiative” and the Ghana-based “The Eyes of African Women” was a direct 
response to an uptick in gendered attacks by police on women in Abuja 
(Adogla-Bessa 2019). 
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Art in all of its forms has also been integral to our exploration of feminist 
voices and stories. In 2017, at what was Accra’s premier art festival, YFC 
actively supported the Mami Wata procession during the Chale Wote Street Art 
Festival, which was led by Chantal Miller (Island Girls Rock, UK) and Fiona 
Compton (Not Asking For It, UK). The procession was a reclamation of public 
space for women and a pushback against the oppressive prescriptive identities 
imposed on many Ghanaian women in private and public spaces. In 2020, we 
co-organised “ART X Feminism,” a multifaceted, genre-bending exhibition, 
curated by YFC members. Significantly, it exhibited African feminist art from 
Ghana and across the continent, a musical performance by Ria Boss, as well as 
a panel of creative voices speaking to the state of women’s storytelling and art 
on the continent (AWDF 2020). Centring feminist voices and stories by giving 
prominence to the complexities and colour of our lives through the imagination 
of other African feminists has been an important act of decolonial praxis for 
the collective.  

Above all, most recently, it has become central to the YFC to centre the 
pursuit of joy in our work as a collective. We have found it more and more 
important to cultivate hope actively within the group at what feels like a pivotal 
moment in our journey as an interconnected global community. At the end of 
2024, with support from AWDF, we held a three-day retreat for members of 
the Collective aimed at giving them a space to (re)connect with each other 
outside of the temporal restrictions of our regular four-hour meetings. The 
retreat struck a balance between a programme to co-create our agenda for the 
coming year and a space for rest, discourse, and community building, so that 
participants could leave feeling renewed, rejuvenated, and excited about the 
direction of the group. It gave us the chance to sit in conversation with some of 
the founding members of the YFC and to explore our herstory from a new 
perspective. We hold dear the articulation of feminism in which the overarching 
goal of feminist movements goes beyond mere survival to a world where 
thriving is possible for everyone (Barry and Djordjević 2008). Our decision to 
centre the wellbeing of our members and to devote time and space to unpacking 
the pathways to healthier, more whole versions of ourselves aligns us with our 
feminist forebears and sisters who have acknowledged the deeply political 
nature of such choices in our particular sociocultural contexts (Abebe 2020; 
Chigudu 2020; Lorde 1988; Wyatt and Ampadu 2021).  
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The Future… 

As we look to the future, we are armed with the same words that have anchored 
our Collective from its inception: “We are feminists, no ifs, no buts, no 
howevers” (African Feminist Forum 2006, 3). Those powerful and resonating 
words call on us to be expansive in our politic, inclusive in our identity, and 
brave enough to speak truth to power. Moving into our ninth year of existence, 
we are compelled to reconnect with the meaning of those words and reflect on 
the ways we want to grow as a decolonial feminist collective.  

Our continued survival will require us to reconcile with leadership 
transitions, continue firming up our core membership base, and create 
pathways to a more interconnected movement space to ensure that we are 
constantly thriving. In this near-dystopian era where misinformation and 
disinformation dominate the global discourse, we understand that to ensure our 
growth, conversation is more important than ever, and that a space must be 
built for it, along with a deep engagement with movement texts and concepts.  

We continue to think through different kinds of documentation efforts 
and sustained engagement with other young feminist organisations in Accra 
and beyond. We plan to organise more retreats for young feminists across the 
sub-region and explore a hybrid model that blends online and offline 
engagements. In the midst of a world so determined to short circuit our abilities 
to sit with complexities, YFC serves as a space that moves a little slower but 
demands full attention. Our dreams are too big and will require too much of us 
to settle for a lack of rigour. As the collective moves forward, we do so by 
holding tightly to our politics, to the legacy of feminists who came before us, 
and to the curiosity, empathy, and continued reflexivity that has defined our 
identity thus far. 
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